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The US officially fell into recession in December, 2007, and since then the economy has contin-
ued to deteriorate. As a key infrastructure sector, however, the power industry is poised to be

among the first to benefit from the new political direction being set for the country, one where
transportation and electricity converge as a long-term imperative for lowering the nation’s car-

bon footprint. In the meantime, as the “new build” pauses while the financial crisis gets worked
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out and load demand forecasts are adjusted to reflect new realities, owner/operators will be
seeking every incremental megawatt-hour available from the existing fleet through uprates,
upgrades, retrofits, and the continued application of automation, software, and knowledge man-
agement to raise productivity. In the spirit of “a penny saved is a penny earned,’ regulators will want to see that

demand side options are exhausted before supply-siders get the green light.
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